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MINUTES 


And Circular Letter of ihe Genesee Associa- 
tion, for 1825. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Gen- 
esee Branch Association of Universalists, convened 
at Parma on the last Wednesday of September, 1825, 
and opened the Council with prayer by Br. N. Stacy. 

The Council then organized, by choosing Br. N. 
Stacy Moderator ; and Br’s. G. B. Lisher, and L. 8. 
Everett, Clerks. 

1. Examined the credentials of the delegates, and 
read the letters from the Societies. | ° 

2. Appointed Br’s. O. Ackley, J. S. Flagler, and 
S. Jones a committee to receive requests for fellow- 
ship and ordination. . 

3. Br. L. Knap, appointed last session to collect 
and record the proceedings of this Association from 
its commencement, reported, that he bad been una- 
ble to attend to the duties of his appointment, and 


wished to be discharged. . 
4. Voted toaccept the report, and discharge Br. 
Knap. 


' 5. Appointed Br. L. S. Everett a standing clerk 
ta,perform the duties before assigned to Br. Knap. 

6. Br. Alfred Peek presented a request from the 
Chautaugne Association of Universalists recently 
formed, to be set off from this body and a designation 
of territorial boundary. 

7. Appointed Brs. N. Stacy, L. 8. Everett, and 
L...Knap, a committee to consider the above request. 

8. Received a request from ‘ The Universalist 
Soeiety of Lima, Livingston Co.” to be received into 
fellowship. Granted said request. 

9. ‘Resolved, That the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the application of the Chautauque Association 
is directed to designate the territorial extent and ju- 
risdiction of this Association. 

10. Adjourned until Thursday mo:ning, 7 o’clock. 
Prayer by Br. C. G. Parsons. 


Thursday morning, % o'clock. 


11. Met according to adjournment, and cpened 
the Council with prayer by Br. L. Knap. 

12. Having received complaints against Br. Levi 
Sadler, through the medium of the cammittce of Dis- 
cipline, of neglect of mnisterial duties, and immoral 
conduct : Therefore, Resolved, that be be suspended 
for one year ; and that said committee inform him of 
the charges above prefered, ang require him to show 
cause, if any there be, why fellowship should not be 
entirely .withdrawn, at the next meeting of this 
body.* 

13. Appointed Brs. L. S. Everett, L. Knap, and 


. 





* It should be remembered by the brethren, that 
this Association claims no right to issue excommuni- 
cations or utter officially any sensure against its 
members farther than to withdraw fellowship from 
disorderly brethren. Wher circumstances render it 
necessary, however, it is thought advisable to suspend 
from fellowship for a given iime, until facts shall ap- 
pear to justify an effectual acquittal or entire with- 
drawal of fellowship. 





O. Ackley, a committee of Disipline tor the en. aing 
year. 

14. The committee on the request of the Chautau- 
que Association, and on the desi. nativn of the terri- 
torial extent and jurisdiction of tis’body, Reported ; 
That it is expedient and proper that the county of, 
Chautauque should be ¢onsidered as.the eastern ex- 
‘remity of the Chautauque Association: And that 
this Association be bounded on the west by Chautau- 
que county, ‘on the south by Pensylvama line; on the 
east by Cayuga, Tompkins and Tioga counties ; and 
on the north by Lake Ontario.* 

15. Resolved; That this Association be known in 
future, by the name of “ The Genesee Association 
of Universalists,” in fellowship with the Western 
Association. . 

16. Appointed Brs. L. S. Everett, and H. Samp- 
son, a com.uittee to attend tie Chautauque Associa- 
tion, at Evlicott, Chautauque county, the first W edn- 
esday of September, 1826 :—Br. W. J. Reese to at- 
tend the Cayuga Association, at Marcellus, the first 
Wednesday in Oc'ober-next: Brs. L. S. Everett 
and H. Roberts toattend the Black River Associa- 
tion, at. Antwerp, the second Wednesday in June, 
1826; Brs. O. Ackley and W. J. Reese to attend the 
Western Association at Sullivan, the first Wedues- 
day in June, 1826: And Brs. W. J. Reese and O. 
Ackley to attend the Chenango Association, the last 
Wednesday in August, 1820. 

17. The committee on letters of fellowship and or- 
dination reported in favor ofgranting a letier of fel- 
lowskip to Br. James B. Shannon. Voted to ap- 
prove the report, and fellowship was given accord- 
ingly. 

18. Whereas, it is not conformable t6 the precepts 
of the gaspel to apply titles of distinction to the min- 
istering servants of Christ: Therefore resolved, as 
the sense of this Association, that we disapprove of 
the use of any other titles, than sych as are in scrip- 
ture applied to ihe primitive disciples of Christ. 

19. Resolved, That this Association recommend 
to the churches and societies in fellowship, the ob- 
servance of the fourth of July, 1826, as aday of pub- 
lic Thanksgiving and praise. 

20. Received a request from “ The Universal 
Friendly Society of the town of Hopewell,” to be re- 
ceived into fellowship. Granted said request. 

21. Appointed Br. Lt S. Everett to prepare the 
Minutes for publication and accompany, the same 
with a Circular Letter. 

22. Br. N. Stacy having returned thanks to Al- 
mighty God, the Association adjourned to meet at 
West Mendon, Monroe county, the last Wednesday 
of September, 1826 


ORDER OF PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Wednesday Morning.—Br. G. B. Lisher, ixtro- 
ductory prayer. Br. W. J. Reese, sermon. Rom. 
xv.8. Br. L.S. Everett, concluding prayer. 





*This designation of territory includes the counties 
of Cattaraugus, Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, 
Allegany, Steuben, Livingston, Yates, Gntario, Mon- 
roe, and Wayne. 
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Afternoon.—Br. N. Stacy introductory prayer.— 
Br. G. B. Lisher, sermon. Isa. xii. 3. Br. C. G. 
Persons, concluding prayer. 

Evening.—Sermon by Br. J. S. Flagler. 


Thursday Morning.—Br. O. Ackley, introduc. 
tory prayer. 
16. Br. H. Roberts, concluding prayer. 

Afternoon.—Br. A. Wood, introductory prayer. 
Br. C. G. Persons, first sermon. 1. John, ii. 1,2.— 
Br. N. Stacy, second sermon and customary address- 
es, Romi. 14. Br. S. Jones, concluding prayer. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. ° 
It is with emotions of gratitude to the Father of 


. mercies, that we communicate the intélligence to our 


brethren, that.our yearly Meeting has been truly an 
interesting and happy occasion, affording evidenced 
.that the trpth has taken deep root and will produce 
an hundred fold. . A large and respectable number of 
believers assembled, to mingle in the joys of Zion, 
aud hindreds listened with devout attentiou to the 
dispensation of the word oflife. Candor and harmo- 
ny prevailed during the session, and many important 
measures were adoptel, designed to subserve the 
eause of truth, and the best interest of practical reli- 
gion. ; 
s By reference tothe minutes it will be seen that a 
portion of territory, heretofore considered as_belong- 
ing to this, has been set off toa new Association.— 
This measure was considered necessary on account 
of the rapid increase of believers and societies in this 


Br. S. Jones, sermon. Ps. cxxxii 15, 


{the resolution disapprobating the use of apti-christian 
titles. Altuougl some may consider this measure a 
matter of minor Cousequénce, yet the good sense and 
religious feeling of believers generally , will doubtiess 
approve ofit. It will be acceded by all, that many 
lasting evils have been entailed on christianity bv the 
use of titles, whereas none can arise from the abol- 
ishment of them. 

The next anniversary of oyr national Independ- 
ence is recommended by the asscciaiion asa day of 
thanksgiving and praise. The pecular blessings 
now enjoyed, the present aspect of the times, and cy- 
ery correct principle of religion, seem to render this 
measure highly becoming and proper. Our tenipor- 
al and spiritual blessings demand the united tribute of 
our gratitude ; and present appearances indicate the 
expediency of an early effort to learn our children, 
and children’s children, properly (to a; preciate that 
liberty for which our fathers bled. Nor can it be 
denied, that RELIGIOUS freedorn constitutes tie mest 
important part of American Independence. Let it, 
then, be remembered by every christian universalist, 
and chevisled in every Leait as the most choice of 
heaven’s blessings, and as a treasure worthy of cur 
most vigilant watchfulness and care. 

To our christian brethreu of all denominations we 
tender our cheerfni and charitable salutations, ac- 
compained with prayers for their present and eter- 
nal felicity. To brethren in the faith of the restiiu- 
tion of all things we proclaizn our joy at their deliver- 
ance frum error, and ardently desire that the cause 


region. From the degree of interest manifested af 6f our common Lord may be honored by all those 


our annual meetings, and the apparent anxiety Sf our 
brethren and friends to be present on such occasions, 
as well as from the expediency of frequent interviews 
among the ministering brethien at different places, 
it appéared advisable to form a new association. 

Two societies were received into fellowship at this 
session. This number issmall in proportion to the 
increase of believers; andit is tobe feared that 
much is lost by the neglect of brethren. to organize 
societies; inasmuch as, by being known tothe Asso- 
ciation as such, many destitute places might be sup- 
plied with, St least, the occasional labors of the min- 
istry. It is therefore earnestly recommended to the 
brethren who have not already attended to this duty, 
‘to lose no time during the present year in forming 
societies according to law, and attending to the du- 
ties connected therewith, that such benefits as are 
known to have resulted from synilar measures may 
be speedily ensured. 

One young brother was added to the number of 
public laborers inthe ministry of reconciliation, by 
receiving the fellowship of the Association. Howev- 
er small the addition has been to our numbers, it 
should not be considered a discouraging circum- 
stance, since itis acknowledged, thatafew faith- 
ful and devoted laborers, are far more beneficial than 
many who are inattentive to the work or indolent in 
its performance. ‘oo great an anxiety for access- 
ions tothe ministry might produce injurious conse- 
quences, inasmuch as some might be ;ersuaded to 


professing to ** love him because he hath first loved’ 
us.” ‘Tothe ministers of a final reconciliation, we 
humbly recommend faithfulness, charity and peace, 
praying for their success i temporal and spiri\ua! 
‘things to the ediiy ing of sinners, and the emancipa- 
tion of a world. 
By order of the Associatian. * 
L.S. EVERETT. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Sir—The inclosed commrunication, was written bs 
a gentleman of Palmyra, Pertage county, Ohio, tor 
the Gospel Advocate. If the editor thinks it worth a 
place in his useful paper, his humble servant would 
feel gratified and obliged, to find it inserted. 
A friend and patron of the Gospel Advocate. 


A COMPARATIVE VIEW| OF NATURAL, AND SUPEB 
NATURAL RELIGION. 
TO DO GOOD, AND NOT EVIL. 

Tat such a thing as pure religion exists, is a truth, 
so well authenticated by such a combination of con- 
curing circumstances, drawn from such a variety of 
of sources, and so admirably concentrating in the 
establishinent of this important fact, as to “exclude 
every shadow of duubt from the rational mind. 

That this genuine rcligion is indispensible to the 
bappiness of man, and gives birth to all the social and 
refived enjoyments of human life, according to its 
greater or lesser degree of inflifence on the heart, is 





enter the field without possessing those qualifications | also a truth, no less conspicuous than the former. 


which are indispensible. 


We have to contend with | 


Ia the further pursuance of this subject, the grand 


a foe, practiced in all the subtleties of modern theolo- | question naturally rises, in what does this pure and 


gy and metaphysics, and without the proper means, 


unadulterated religion consist ? the answer to which 


our warfare will be unavailing. To a mind thor- although equally manifest ; has for the perpetuity 


oughly convinced of the truth, fully persuaded of its 
importance and practical efficacy, and a soul devoted 
to the dearest interests of sinners, should be added a 
good understanding of the scriptures, and at least, a 
practical knowledge of the fundamental principles of 
English literature. 

Io taking a survey of the proceedings of the Coun- 





and aggrandizement of the priesthood, become 4 
subject of endless controversy, and speculation. for 
the confirmation of this fact, let us turn over the pa- 
ges of history, where we shall find that in all ages of 
the world, under all climes, and conditions of meD, 
whether civilized, or barbarous, reiigion of one kind 
or uther, has ever been a leading, and primary sub- 
ject of human thought. From this rich and ample 
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source, we also learn, that it has assufed as great a 
diversity of forms, features, and ¢omplexions, I had 
almost said, as the leaves of tte forest, or the stars of 
heaven. Like the rise and fall of nations, we sec 
various Contradictory, and jarring systems, emerging 
froin remete and unknown causes, gradually pro- 
gressing tu their meridian, and again declining away 
into the grave of oblivion, leaving the ground to be 
occupied by’a new generation, to whose nerves, 
novelty has given greater vigor. The partisans of 
every sect, while their system is in its infancy, their 
numbers small, and their influence limited ; we see 
thein extremely hunible, and complaisant ; content- 
ing (uemselves in the peaceable enjoyment of their 
own. But unfortunately for the cause of humanity, 
as they rise in power, and influence, they assume a 
mosi haughty, aad overbearing character. At length 
the vowe of Heresy is thundered from the sacred, 
desk ! The stroug hand of persecution raises the en- 
gines of death! Then fire, and sword, bloodshed, 
aad uturder, can alone vindicate the sovereign righis 
o their imperial orthodoxy ! This is a brief, but cor- 
rect account of the rise, and fall of religious parties. 
I sumbly pledge mysclf to defend it. J am bold to 
say. thai no party have ever arrived to sufficient pow- 
er, and influence, to warrant the perpetration of such 
enourmities, who have not persecuted their brethren of 
mankind even todeath! Who have not embrued 
their brutal bands in the sacred blood of innocence. 
Can this be the effect of pure religion? Surely No! 
It is the instigation of the evil one. I do not mean 
to briag this charge against any sect, or* party of the 
present age, nor du I suppose that christians are so 
far depraved as to commit, such Offences, even if it 
were in their power. It is only by the poisonous and 
contaminating influcuce cf tuo much ‘prosperity, and 
the wento! oppvsition, as a salutary restraint, that 
the church is corrupied, not being based upon the 
heaven-boro principles of charity, and universal love. 
Having so many of the great, mysterious, superna- 
tural, somethings of nearly the nature of witchcraft, 
wv enchantment or some other indescribable, mcon- 
ceivable, and nonexisiant thing strongly attached to 
their creed. Supposing themselves to be the peculiar 
favored of heaven, and under the immediate guidance 
of the holy spirit, they easily imbibe the idea that 
they cannot do any wrong while they are buildir.g up 
‘heir holy party, that all*who cannot see as they do, 
are aliens from God's heritage, that God is incensed 
against the:n, and requires their assistance to detect 
the rogues, and bring them to condign punishment. 
Thus does the su.a!l seeds of moral pollution, planted 
in their church articles spread aud inflame the whole 
body, like the ravages of a cancerous tumor, and thus 
do their understandings become metamorphosed, and 
sophisticated, until their own conduct exhibits more 
conjurations, and witchcraft,in view of rational inves~ 
tigation, than their creed ever cinbraced. ‘This pre- 
disposition, readily receives the virulent infection of 
persecution. The bigoted zealot falis an easy prey 
to the corrupting influence of this Joathsome child of 
hell. These turbulent and heart appaling evils, call 
alond for {he united exertions of the sober moralist, 
and the reflecting philosopher, against the crafty in- 
sinnations of priest-craft, and the puisonous contam- 
inations of ignorance, bigotry, and superstition.—- 
Not with the implements of death, but clad in the 
white robe of charity, step forth in the all-prevailing 
name of reason, let honored ‘science mingle its cheer- 
ing, and efficacious antedotes, ‘and by these gentle, 
yet ample means, let that fell monster superstition, be 
driven from his nightly habitation, and the human 
mind emancipated from ifs galling chains. Then 
pure religion, which is peace, and good will to men, 
will shine with its own native lustre finding a wel- 


— 





come reception in every heart. But to return ore 
closely to the subject ;- we see that notwithstanding 
the endless diversity of opinions, and notions, held 
forth by different sects, differing so materially one 
from another; yet one sentimeat there ig, that has 
professedly found a place in the religious creed of ev- 
ery denowination under heaven. While all other 
doctrines change, and fluctuate with the change of 
times, and circumstances, this remains an imperisha- 
ble principle, a permanent landmark, old as creation, 
and durable as time ; written by the finger of Jehovah, 
in indelible letters of God, on every human heart.— 
Nor time, nor circumstance, can ever entirely efface 
it. It is the leading principle of every man’s creed, 
however little his practice may conform thereto. It 
is to do’ good, and not evil. This embraces the whole 
moral duty of man. It is natural religion; because 
it is not an arbitrary principle; but-is founded in the 
fitness of things, designed for the convenience of 
mankind. It is suggested by the wants, and neces- 
sities Of our condition. Without some share of it, ‘all 
the enjoyment, of life would be at an end, and in the 
full fruition of it, we are called to the summit of ter- 
restrial bliss. It is {h® only one that reason dictates. 
It is the only one common {o all religions, it is abun- 
danily sufficient (o condect us safely through the 
mazy. labyrifth of human existence and support the 
soul, at the final dissolution. If this salutary principle 
of nature could bé universally adopted, to the exclu- 
sion of a]l mysteries, and supernaturals,(which are at 
best but the grgundless chimeras of a frantic tig 
how happy would be the condition of man. Al 
schisms, and discord, would be buried in peace. All 
jarring systems of bigoted sectarians,would be united 
upon one broad and rational basis. Reason, proprie- 
ty, ‘and discretion, would govern the actions of man, 
and prove an excellent substitute for ignorance, 
bigotry, and superstition. This would bring moral, 


and physical nature, into the most perfect and admir- . 


able barmony. In the stupendous works of creation, 
with the according testimony of divine revelation, we 
finc an incontestible demonstration of the existence 
of a God, who sways the sceptre of universal domin- 
ion, overall worlds. Such beauty, such wisdom, and 
such harmony, are manifest in all the glorious dis- 
pensations of God’s providence, as:to awaken the 
soul to the most lively sense ofehis infinite perfections. 
Whether we descend into the tregions of micros- 
copical observation, . and trace nature, to the minu- 
test recesses of human sagacity ; ascend into the 
etherial vault, and survey the stupendous orbs of 
heaven; we are equally struck with the most grand, 
and sublime conceptions, of the Creator, under these 
exalted views. Who shall stigmatise our names 
with the epithet of heretic, for believing that God 
governs, the universe in wisdom ? That every object 
in creation, from the greatest, to the least, as well as 
every moral principle, has some important use assign- 
ed to it, which is founded in the fitness of things, and 
necessary to consummate the grand purposes of Jeho- 
vah. Who shall reproach us, after having had such 
luminous proois, that propriety, and utility, are the 
darling attributes’of dcity, for drawing the rational] 
conclusion, that whatever emanates from him, (not 
even religion excepted)is characterized with the same 
nobletruth. Inthe principle of honesty, and moral 
rectitude, doing right, amd not wrong, we find the 
greatest degree of propriety. , 
* Man being placed in the world surrounded by his 
fellow man, forming one great family of brethren, 
matually dependant on one another ; a reciprocity of 
feeling, and sentiment, and a co-operation of exer- 
tions, for the common good, is necessary for the hap- 
piness of every individual. Hence the propriety of 
every person using his ulmest exertions at all times, 
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and under, all circumstances, to act that part which 
the greatest pussible good of the great family of man 
requires. ‘ 

Could this be reduced to practice; how essentially 
would its benign influence meliorate the condition of 
man. How careful should we be of each other's in- 
terest, and reputation Huw seldom weuld the finger 
of scorn be pointed at any individual? The heart 
would pity, the hand would succor the distressed.— 
As brothers, and sisters, we should walk as it were 
han! in hand, through the pilgrimage of human life, 
in the delightful exercise of.evcery good feeling, and 


affection. Obliging and being obliged, would be 
the heart’s delight. For this kind of practice we can 


assign a good reason, as the peculiar condition, wants 
and necéssities, of man in his connection with his fei 

low man, imperiously require it. It comes in perfect 
unison, and harmony, with those darling attributes of 
reason and propriety so visible in all the works of Ged. 
Buj when we turn our attention to the present condi 

tion of religion, how changed the scene! That angel 
religion, is basely shrouded in the sable curtains of 
superstition, whose warp is iggorance, whose filling 
is false doctrine, and which was woven in the loom of 
priesteraft. We ask the question, what is religion? 
Answers are evasive. Scarcely intelligible. We 
learn something like this; that it isa great mysterious 
some. hing, indescribable, not known from whence it 
came, nor whetber it goeth. It must have many 
qualities unknown, except to priests, and great pens 
alties such as endless damnation must hang around, 
soas to make if infinitely interesting. So having 
drest it up in mystery and importance; it places man 
in a condition whereby, was it not for the kind inter- 
position of the priests, the whole world would go to 
hell! While the process of the new birth is going on, 
a priest is very necessary, for he knows all the 
symptoms, and can guide the candidate in safety, 
through the formal operation, without which, ten 


chances to one if he would not perish. No doubt ma- | 


ny are siacere, but deceived, they are alarmed, be- 


the decree of heaven shall pronounce upon ey- 
ery glory of the earth. “Its time shall be no 
longer.” 


THE RESURRECTION, 

1 Cor. xv. 53. For this corruptible mug 
put on incorruption, and this mbdrtal must 
put on immortality. . 

(Concluded from page 335. ) 

The vulgar notions of a resurrection are verv 
absurd, for suci are the laws of nature that ny 
reasonable man will ever expect a collection of 
the particles of this body when once dispersed, 
But as whatever constitutes the man exists in 
the nervous system, not in the nerves themselves 
but in the fluid they contain, and as each ner- 
vous system has completely the size and,phy- 
siognomy of the individual to whom it delongs. 
The preservation of that system is all that can 
be required to identity of consciousness and ap- 
pearance. Now this part of the body is not lia- 
ble to perish as the other parts, for even the 
cerebral pulp cannon be converted into nourish- 
ment, nor the animal spirits be ever intermixed 
again in organized bodies: and therefore the 
corporeal soul is not so liable to be lost as the 
other parts Of Uie body. Its refinement, in a 
new state of organization at the dissolution of 
the body, constitutes that change and resurrec- 
tion, whiclt prepares us for our eternal inheri- 
, tance. 
| J neither believe nor expect a resurrection ot 
ithis body, all the gross particles constituting this 
flesh, these bones, tiiese canals, these tubes will 
fly away and forever maintain the truth of the 








cause they suppose they are in danger of all the mis-; Pythagorean doctrine is relation to matter.— 


ery that an all powerful God can inflict. No wonder 
thev aresacied! This is the fruit of false belief, and 
has nothing supernatural or strange. These com- 
bined emotions of fearyand hope, and this paroxism 
of agitation, after running its course must ccase as a 
naiural consequence. Human nature is so constitu- 
ted, that it cannot for any considerable time, support 
any extraordinary emotion; grief nor passion cannot 
lve iu the breast of man, especially in a powerful de- 
gree, and whenever that affection of mind ceases, the 
opposite extreme will naturally follow. Consequent- 


ly, when the mind arrives to its highest pitch of agita- | 


tiop; the salutary influence of nature soon overcomes 
the-affection, and the opposite extreme of jdy per- 
vadesthesoul. Thisis a natural ;rocess, has no mys- 
tery about it. It is the effect of false doctrine, and 
has no more affinity Jo religion, than Jove has to phi- 
losophy. That religion that is the offspring of pas- 
sion, must dic with that passion, and ebb and flow, 
with the passions. Give me that religion that is 
founded on the immortal pillar of reason and reflec- 
tion. That will keep men honest, honorable, and | 
decent ip this world, and establish their souls. in! 
those principles of virtue and innocence, that wiil 
survive the dissolutions of material existence. 
REASON & TRUTHIN CO. 





* 


Time, like a flowing stream, makes haste in- 
to eternity and is forever Jost and swallowed up 
there ; and, while it is fastening to its period, 
it sweeps away all things with it “which are not 
immortal ; and the moment is hastening when 








Death I. regard asa total cessation of being aud 
etefnal destrnction of the corporeal fabric.— 
Without this neither the term nor the following 
Scriptures have any definite signification. “ Dust 
thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return.” Gen. 
ili. 19. © All are of the dust, and all return to 
dust,again.” Eccl. iii. 20. “ Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption.” 1st. Cor. 
xv. 90. 

We assert no incredible thing, says Isidor, 
when we affirm that the resurrection body shali 
be thin and aerial ; for on this account the A- 
postle calls ita spiritual body. That our fu- 





ture bodies shall be inconceivably. light, thin, 


| and serial, and free from the laws of gravitation 
| is agreeable to the doctrine of the Piatonists and 


Pythagoreans ; and such was also the opinion 
of Origen, Theophylac and Chrysostom among 
the Fathers. See Whitby on Ist Cor. xv. 44. 
For illustration of death and the resurrection, 
both our Lord and his great Apostle to the 
Gentiles refer to the process of vegetation. Jolm 
xii. 24, 1 Cor. xv. 37. The seed is sown but 
itis not quickened unless it die. It loses its 
external configuration and appears corrupted, 
but the germ ‘is feed by the death of the rest, 
and anew vegetation revives and rewards the 
hope of the husbandman. “It is a physica? 
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truth, that the whole body of the grain dies. It 
is converted into fine mould, which constitutes 
the first nourishment of the embryo plant. Noth- 
ing lives but the gérm, which was included in 
the body of the grain, and which would die also 
did it not receive nourishment from the putre- 
faction of the body of the grain, so as to enable 
it to unfold itself.” So in human bodies, death 
must prepare the way for resuscitation, for so 
much is implied in the reasoning of our Lord 
and his Apostle. . , 

From the inherent germs, the identfly off 
plants is preserved, and why may not the analo- 
gy be the same in organized anima! matter ? If 
then the germ be preserved in a grain of wheat, 
whilst the component parts of the grain itself 
sink in dissclution, why not allow the same in 
relation to the material soul while the compo- 
nent parts of the body obeying the laws of na- 
ture, fly away and enter into new combinations, 

But does grain lay for years in a state of death 
and afterwards revive? No, if it rise not when 
it dies, we never expect it to live again: sv if 
the resurrection take not place at the time of 
dissolution of the body, we have no analogy 
that will induce us to believe it ever shall: and 
the force of our Lord’s reasoning as well as that 
ot the Apostle is, entirely lost. All analogy, 
however, favors the doctrine of an instantaneous 
resurrection: nog is the view of Scripture op- 
posed to this analogy. Our Lord’s reply to the 
Sadducees indicates that the Patriarchs were 
then living : for if God be the God of Abraham 
and not of the dead, then Abraham must have 
been alive. Indeed if the bands of death retain 
any man for any definite time, that man is lost 
eternally. God is not his God, therefore anni- 
hilation must be his,everlasting doom. If this 
reasoning be not admitted neither can that of 
our divine Master. Mat. xxii. 32, and Luke 
xx. 38. ; 

Paul distinguishes betsveen the wan and his 
corporeal and. earthly tabernacle or outward 
body ; and plainly teaches that the present gross 
fabric of our body is by no means essential to 
our existence ; nor does he any where institute 
that it ever shall be recovered from the grave. 
See 1 Cor. xv. 37, 38, 44, 50; 2 Cor. v. 6—8 ; 
Philip i..22, 23; Tim. iv. 6. He moreover 
tells us that ‘if the earthly house of this taber- 
nacie, that is the body, were destroyed, we have 
a building of God eternal in the heavens.” Now 
let it be carefully observed, that Paul believed 
the body would be destroyed. Secondly, he 
believed that on the dissolution of the body, the 
new organization wou!d take place. Mark the 
language, “* We have”—not we will have a 
building—Language cannot be more conclusive 
against the doctrine of protracted sleep or in- 
sensibility between death and the resurrection. 
Nor can the language be more express against 
the doctrine of an intermediate state, for the 
br tding obtained on the dissolution of the body, 
.3 eternal in the heavens ! . 7 

Much might.be added but time will not al- 











low. The appearance of Moses and Elias on 
Mount Taber and the angel, who calls himself: 
one of John’s brethren, Rev xxii. 9, seem to 
confirm the supposition, that a glorious resur- 
rection is still taking place every moment. Nor 
is there a single objection to the doctrine, that 
cannot be obviated without offering the least vi- 
olence to the testimony of Scripture or the an- 
alogy of nature. 

As to the circumstances in which all men will 
be raised, the language of the New-Testament 
is clear and decisive. Jesus, Paul, and John 
bear their unanimous and combined testimony 
that they shall all be as the angels of God in 
heaven, and possess the image and likeness of 
their gracious redeemer: Mit. xxii. 30; Luke 
xx, 36; 1 Cor. xv. 43, 44; Philip iii. 21 ; and 
1 John iii. 2. That all without exception shall 
be admitted into the regions of celestial beati- 
tude cannot be disputed without being guilty of 
sejecting the testimony of Christ and his apos- 
tles. 

When Jesus spoke of some coming forth to 
the resurrection of damnation, John v. 29, he 
fixes the time and determines the nature of that 
resurrection: the hour is coming and now is 
when the dead, i.e. those morally and figura- 
tively so, shall hear the voice of the Son of God 
and they that hear shall,live; which implies a 
partial and a figurative resurrection, and there- 
fore must not be referred to the real literab re- 
surrection of which we speak. This is mani- 
fest by the 12th verse, where the believer is 
represented as experiencing this resurrection, or 
passing from death to life by the very act of 
faith. The term grave used in the 29th verse 
is perfectly explained by Ez. xxxvii. 12, 15, 
and by Paul, Eph. v. 12, awake thou that sleep- 
est and arise from the dead and Christ will, give 
thee light—see also Rev. xx. 13, which most 
undoubtedly represents a figurative and not a 
real resurrection. The words of Christ and 
John, I hesitate not to affirin, belong to the same 
event, predicted by Daniel, 12 chap. 2. 5. and 
which both the Man clothed in linen, and Christ 
interpret of the destruction of the Jewish peo- 
ple and dispensatiun. See Dan. xii. 7 ; Matt. 
xxiv. 15, 50, 34. 

When Jesus speaks of obtaining the resurrec- 
tion, Luke xx. 35, and Paul of attaining to it, 
Phil iii, 11, and believing that there will be a 
resurrection both of the just and unjust, Acts 
xxiv. 15, they manifestly allude to the Pharisee’s 
notion of the resurrection, which supposed only 
the just, i. e. themselves, could attain such hon- 
ors ; and denied the resurrection of the wicked 
altogether. Now though Paul assert the unjust 
will be raised, he never intimates that they 
would be punished for sins committed on earth. 
For otherwise, the Apostle says men receive in 
the body i. e. in this life according to the deeds 
they may have done; but never assumes in al! 
his writings, the dogma of future punishment af- 
ter the resurrection. . 

Paul describes the resurrection of the dead. 
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and like his Divine master makes no distinction 


between the subjects of Jehovah’s creative pow- 

er. The corrupt becomes infcorruptible—The 
carnal, spiritual—the vile, glorious—the earth- 
ly, heavenly—the mortal, immortal—and in one 
word, all who have borne the image of the earth- 
ly shall bear the image of the- heavenly. We 
shall all be changed and obtain bodies like 
Christ’s glorious body, and be forever with the 
Lord—thus far the great apostle of the Gen- 
tiles—oh what heaven born love and unity is 
unfolded in the evidences of Jesus and his ven- 
erable apostles ! ‘Not a word, not an intimation 
of & resurrection to spiritual death or damna- 
tion: therefore dumb be the ‘mouth and silent 
the voice of their gppasers. Mark well the dis- 
crepancy of Christ’s testimony and that of mo- 
dern divines, who profess to be ambassadors for 
Jesus, Te telis you, all shall be pure, happy 
and glorious as Angels af God in heaven, Luke 
xx. 36: They affirm, the greater part shall be 
as demons in hell—merciful God, can thesé 
pretended ministers of salvation stand before 
the faithful and true witness, and give an ac- 
count of their stewardship without shame and 
consternation ? . 

Were I to tell you ofa Father, who had murr 
dered three fourths of his family for no other 
purpose but that of self-gratificatiun, your minds 
would rise indignant at the monster who had 
thus outraged humanity ; and the simultaneous 
cry of every one would be, let the annals of 
history bear to posterity our righteous contempt 
and resentment of conduct so unworthy the par- 
ental feeling and character. But what my friends 
canbe the effect, when a libel so foul is preferred 
against the character of our common Father 
and God? Would not such vile misrepresenta- 
tion of the Divine character, under the Jewish 
law,*have exposed the defamer to the infamous 
punishment of being stoned to death? And shall 
we still patiently listen to the pretended mes- 
sengers of heaven, whilst they continue to tra- 
duce the character of the most High ? No? Let 
the page of history tell the nations yet unborn, 
that the nineteenth century did not suffer to 
pass without rebuke, such base misrepresenta- 
tion of God and religion ! 

Hark once more to the words of him, who 
spake as never did any other man—I am the 
resurrection. and the life, the Father hath given 
all things, i. e, all men, into the hands of the 
Son; and of all he has given me, I will lose 
nothing, but will raise it up at the last day— 
Fie then on those erroneous teachers, who tell 
us some shall never be raised: and shame and 
confusion of face be to all, who still more er- 
roneously declare, Jesus will lose the great ma- 

jority of mankind, or raise them to shame and 
everlasting eontempt. 

Brethren I have adduced the witnesses, you 
liave heard them ‘and 1 cannot but think their 
evidence satisfactory to all, who admit the av- 
thority of our holy religion and the books from 
which I have collected the testimony. But be- 
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| fore I conclude, { shall briefly show you the ir- 
efficiency and irrelevant nature of my oppo 
nent’s plea. You are told of a law pretendedly 
divine, but which I undertake to prove, entire- 
ly human, that “ gives sin its damning power,” 
pursues the sinner into another world, and ar- 
raigns him before the tribunal of God 3 there to 
atone for offences committed, during life, in this 
world of discipline. Now to prove to you that 
these advocates of eternal misery, do greatly err 
not knowing the Scriptures, I cite again before 
you the great Apostle of the Gentiles, who most 
unequivocally tells you,.no law has power over 
a man*any longer than he lives, Ram. vii. 1.~ 
This appea! of the Apostle was made to ade- 
quate judges, who could have determined the 
case otherwise if it had so required. The same 
Apostle also tell you, “without the law. sin is 
dead.” Chap. vii. 5. Where no law is, there is 
no transgression, Chap. iv. 15 and Chap. v. 13. 
Sin is not imputed wirere there isnolaw. Here 
you plainly see the law was never designed for 
the dead, but for the living, as a rule of life. 

Another plea set up by them is, that sin out- 
lives the law, that is something inherent in 
man’s very nature, that men die in sin, and con- 
sequently ‘vill rise sinners. This plea is fatile 
and absurd in the extreme. Paul declares 
without the law sin is dead, & where there is no 
law there is no transgression— Moreover, none 
but visionaries will imayine sin to be a sub- 
stance or animated being. The Westminster 
Divines say * sin is a want of conformity to the 
law of God.” Be it so. When that law has 
ceased to exist, from that moment sin is anni- 
hilated. Sin is no part of the sinner and con- 
sequently, when the sinner and the law are 
dead, sin and all propensities to. offend must 
die also—Hence the propriety and truth of 
Paul’s assertion, “ He that is dead is free from 
sin.” Rom vi. 7. 

Another objection is that death, being the 
wages of sin, wil! survive it; and in some sense 
continue to torment mankind. But Christ is 
the life, the eternal life, al! shall be made alive 
in him at the resurrection, “then death the last 
enemy shall be destroyed, shall be swallowed 
up in victory” and cease to be in all its forms 
forever and ever.—1. Cor. xv. 26, 54. 

Thus the evidence of Pau! plainly shows 
that tlre strength of sin is the law, and the sting 
of death is sin. But when the law: fails, sin 
dies, and death losing all its poisoned influence, 
becomes incapable to injure, and as the last 
enemy yields up the Ghost. So be it, God of 
our salvation. 

I conclude this summary of evidence, by no- 
ticing a subterfuge of the enemies of Universal 
Salvation, by which they seek to evade the tes- 
timony of Christ and his Apostles, viz: they 
pretend that the evidenee of the witnessés 1s 
self-contradictory. “But surely a discerning 
court will never admit the same witnesses on 
both sides of the question. If the evidence 1s 
self-contradictory the testimony is lost, on be- 
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half of my opposers as much as on my part, 

~ and they may be still arraigned before the court 
as guilty. of blasphemy, and the charge support- 
ed by another kind of evidence. 

That there will be perfect equality of capaci- 
ty and attainment by no means follows. There 
is something outrageous in the very supposition 
that a Locke and a Newton should not be dis- 
tinguished from a Hottentot in mental greatness; 
and that an Abraham and a Daniel should be 
found on a level with those, who drag out a 
worthless, ignorant and vicious life to its very 
close, as was probable in ‘the case of the thief. 
Luke xxiii. The supposition that there will be 
as great a differetfce beiween men in the other 
world as there has been in this, both in spiritu- 
al and intellectual attainment, may be fully ad- 
initted, and advantageously taught by the Min- 
isters of Jesus. Separate from: man every evil 
desire, propensity, and passion; banish eter- 
nally all vice and misery, then admit of every 
possible grade of intelligence and beatitdde 
from the lowest degree of positive enjoyment 
and the knowledge of God as an unchanging. 
father, up to the station of the most exalted ser- 
aph that burns with the brightness and spendor 
of Jehovah’s glory ; then admit the knowledge 
and happiness of all to be progressive, and 
you have a view of heaven, fully consistent 
with the reason and fitness of things, the doc- 
rines of Revelation, and the attributes of a just 
and merciful God. The preaching of these 
views would open a wide scope for exhortation, 
expostulation, and encuuragement, and assist 
weak minds to behold more easily the justice of 
God aud the advantages of virtue, whilst the be- 
lief of them could never obscure, in the least, | 
the doctrine of the impartial and sovereigg fa- 
vor. Bat whatever our individual views may 
be on this subject, let us all put our full trust | 
and confidence in God. He is our father and 
we are his children, the tie can never be loosed, 
nor the affinity diannulled. * ; 

Through the favor of heaven, I have comple- 
ted my course of lectures : during which, I have 
virtually called on my auditors and readers to 
prove all things, fully confident that the man, 
who refuses to submit his opinions to critical} 
examination, is, whatever his pretensions to re- 
formation and liberality may be, ag mucha 
pope aad a bigot as the most stubborn stickler 
for implicit faith and religious despotism. From 
the summit of the Theological Temple, I have 
surveyed its materials, rejected that which 
was liable to moulder or decay, and pre- 
served only that which appeared indestructible; 

_and'with the selection, erected a building of. 
exact symmetry, which shall stand imperishable 
during the wreck of ages, while intellect and sci- 
ence maintain an existence in the world. 


Alen 





Detestable Villany.—A short time ago a 
tradesman at the east end of the town, sus- 
pecting some fire was concealed in a part of 


. 








his chimney, sent for a sweep to have it exam- 





ined. A poor child, of 9 or 10 years of age, 
was sent by the muster sweep to goup. His 
Job beiug done, his employer, excited by feelings 
of pity towards the poor lad, presented hin with 
half a crown; saying, “ Now to-morrow, you 
can enjoy yourself rarely with this.’ “Oh no 
Sir,” replied the boy, “I bever spends iny 
money.” “ What do you do with it, then?” “I 
gives it all to the Missionary.”” Upon further 
questioning him, it appeared this unfortunate 
child was sent to a Sunday ‘school, where he 
was eagerly commarded to yield up the few 
pence his miserable appearance occasionally 
gained him, to the Heads of the Establishment, 
in aid of the Missionary Society ; thus pilfering 
from the litte means of the must abject and 
wretched of this land, to promote objects which 
ought to be amply provided for out of the enor- 
mous wealth of a pampered Church.— London 
paper. . 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
“*Soul-humbling doctrines of the Cross.” 
We hear a great deal said of late years about 
* the soul-humbling docfrines of the cross.” — 
And what is meant by these soul-humbling doc- 
trines ? Itis meant that those, who believe in 
a certain set of dogmas, shall be exalted to the 
throne of God, “ not for any worth or worthi- 
ness in themselves, but of God’s distinguishing 
or electing grace ;” ‘while those who do not be- 
lieve in them, shal! be sunk to the depths of 
interminable wo, for the same want of “ worth 
or wofthiness,” and of God’s reprobating grace! 
Soul-humbling ‘doctrines these in good earn- 
est ! Who would not imbibe the spirit of deep- 
est humility, to believe himself a favorite of the 
Almighty, and, by this partiality, to be eternal- 
ly set above his equals ? * Soul-humbling doc- 
trines ! yes, and of the cross, to be inflated ahd 
puffed up with the idea of going to heaven, to 
spend the ages of eternity in unsullied bliss, 
while others, just as worthy and good, or rather 


just as worthless and bad, shall agonize in the. 


billows of quenchless wrath! When you seea 
man engrossing all the privileges of christianity, 
and setting at nought, and trampling under his 
feet all who do not bow to the sceptre of his as- 
sumed authority ; when vor see a man scout- 
ing, and scoffing, and spurning every idea of e- 
quality in the distribution of divine favor, then 
you see one who has embraced what are called 
‘the soul-humbling docttines of the cross.”— 
Let the devotees of these “ sou!-humbling .doc- 
trine” obtain all the temporal authority after 
which they aspire, and you shall see as many 
victims of persecution, fire and faggot, as ever 
drenched the earth with their blood during the 
reign of soul-humbling Popery ! 
; sit J. BROOKS. 





*An Apologue —In the course of my pilgrim- 
age I encountered.a cold and unsparing storni, 
during which, agentleman seeing my distressed 
condition, incessantly called me to enter his 
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dwelling, and enjoy the benefit of his fire, and 
the refreshment of his plentiful board. Feeling 
confident of his sincerity from the tone of his 
voice and his every gesture, I attempted to en- 
ter the door, but he shut it in my face, and I 
found it locked, berred and bolted against me by 
his direction, and-heard these within laagh at 
my wretched and freezing situation, and rejoicé 
that my disappointment had rendered it worse. 
On returning to my native land from this region 
ef duplicity and batbarism, I was told the peo- 
ple who deceived me were very religious, and 
that they had faithfully imitated the God in 
whom they believed ! O merciful Jehovah, con- 
vert this peuple from inhumanity and dissimu- 
lation to the purity and truth of thy character. 


—_—____—_ 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS ENQUIRER. 
° A QUESTION. 

It 3s the opinion of the greater part of the 
christian world, that those, who serve God in 
this world, are to be compensated for so doing 
in the world tocome. It is also the opinion of 
the same people, thatthose “ who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb, and are before the throne of God, 
serving him day and night in his temple.” (Rev. 
vil. 14, 15.) are in that world to come, where 
the obedient and faithful receive their reward 
for the services of this life. 

But it seems that those who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, and consequenily are before the 
throne of God, are employed in serving him 
day and night. Now my question is, If we are 
to be compensated in the world to come for 
serving God here, where are we to be compen- 
sated for serving him there? In this world the 
best of us scurcely serve God day or night ; and 
yet it is expected that we shall receive an eter- 
nal reward for it in the world to come. Whereas, 
in the world to come, it seems the best of us will 

_ have to serve God both day and night; this 
service ought certainly to be recompensed with 
something more than an eternal reward, if the 
partial obedienee to God in this world is to be 
recompensed with that which is eternal, pray’ 
you brethren, you who profess to believe in 


what you call “ the retributions of eternity,” |’ 


to inform me why the services of eternity should 
not as well be rewarded as the services of time; 
or, if those services are to be rewarded, when is 
the reward to be meted out. We universalists 
are sounlike you in our notions, that we think 
there is a sufficient reward in the service of God, 
whether here or hereafter. Consequently, if we 
can be brought to serve God day and night in 
his temple, we think it will be the perfection of 
happiness. J. BROOKS. 





, Let.believing parents watch over the morajs 
of their children with breathless solicitude, and 
instil in thetr minds the principles of religion. 





| The following elegant effusion is extracted from an 
! interesting little volume, entitled ‘Greenland and | 
other Poems, by James. Montgomery.” | 


HOPE. ; 
Imitated from the Italian of Serafino Aquilano, 
HOPE, unyielding to Despair, 
Springs forever fresh and fair ; 


Earth’s serenest prespects fly, 
Hope’s enchantments never die. 


At Fortune's frown, in evil hour, 
Though honor, wealth, and friends depart, 
She cannot drive, with all her power ; 
This lonely solace from the heart: 
And while this thessou! sustains, 
Fortune still unctiaog’d Femains ; 
Wheresoe’er her wheel she guides. 
Hope upon the eircle rides. 


The Syrens, deep in ocean’s caves, 
‘ing while abroad the tempests roar, 
Expecting soon the fraptic waves 
To ripple on a smiling shore : 
In thé whirlwind, o’er the spray, 
They behold the halcyon play ; 
And through midnight clouds afar, 
Hope lights up the morning star. 


This pledge of bliss in future years, 
Makes smooth and easy every toil ; 
The swain, who sows the waste in tears, 
In fancy reaps a teeming soil ; 

What though mildew blight his joy, 

Frost or flood his crops destroy, 

War compel his feet to roam, 

Hope still carols Harvest Home! 


The monarch exiled frotn his realm, 

The slave in fetters at the oar, 

The seamen sinking by the helm, 

The captive on his dungeon floor : 
All through peril, pain and death, 
Fondly cling to parting breath ; 
Glory, freedom, power, are past, 
But the dream of Hope will last. 


Weary and faint, with sickness worn, 
Blind, lame, and deaf, and bent with age 
By man the boad of life.is borne 
’ To his last step df pilgrimage : 
Though the bratich no loager shoot, 
Viesttanees at the root. 
And in wiuter’s dearest day, 
Hope fortells returning May. 


When wrung with guilt, the wretch would eu 
His gloomy days in sudden night, 
Hope comes, an unexpected friend, 
To win him back to hated light: 

‘¢ Hold!” she cries; and from his hand, 

Plucks the suicidal brand ; 

‘‘ Now await a happier doom, 

** Hope will cheer thee to the tomb.” 


When Virtue droops, as comforts fail, 
And sore afflictions press the mind, 
Sweet Hope prolongs her pleasing tale, 
Till all the world again looks kind : 
Round the good tnan’s dying bed, 
Were the wreck of Nature spread, 
Hope would set his spirit free, 
Crying-— Immortality !” 


Sa 





— ——______ 
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